CHAP, VII.

ETHICS.                           Wl

way. For when the fondness is proportional, then there is
In a manner an equality ;- which seems to be a property of
friendship.

2.  But equality does not seem to be the same in justice as
in friendship ;   for equality in proportion to merit holds the
first place in justice, and equality as to quantity is the second 5
but in friendship, that which relates to quantity is first, and
that which relates to merit is secondary.    This is evident, if
there is u great distance between the parties in virtue, or
vice, or prosperity, or any thing else i for they are then no
longer friends, and they even do not expect it.    It is nao&t
evident in the case of the gods $ for they possess all goods to
the greatest excess : it is also evident in the case of kings ~s
for they who are very inferior do not presume to be friends
with them ; nor do the worthless presume to be so with the
best or wisest men.

3.  Between such parties as these there is no strict limita-
tion, how far they may be friends ;   for although we take
away much from one party, still the friendship continues $
but when one is very far removed from the other, as from a
god, it continues no longer.   Whence also there isi a doubt
whether friends wish their friends the greatest goods, for in-
stance, that they should become gods; for then they would
no longer be their friends ; and therefore they would not be
goods to them -3 for friends are goods.    Butd if it has been
rightly said, that a friend wishes his friend good for his
sake, the friendship ought to continue, whatever the other
party may become.    He will therefore e wisb him to hare the
greatest goods, as a man ; though perhaps not every good $
for each wishes goods for himself most of all.
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